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Austin Classical Guitar has led the creation of literacy-based, for-credit guitar courses in American schools since 2001. ACG has partner teachers in forty-five Texas school districts

and most US States. In addition to developing guitar programs in typical classrooms across the nation, ACG has also created Texas' first and only for-credit performing arts
course for incarcerated students, and the world's first braille-based sequential guitar learning system.

In 2008 ACG launched GuitarCurriculum.com, a first-of-its-kind teacher resource for classroom guitar that is now used around the world. ACG staff provide extensive teacher
training, district consultation, and developed Texas' large-ensemble concert and sight reading contest following established standards.

GuitarCurriculum Teaching Partners
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WHY GUITAR?

AFFORDABILITY: A class set of 20 guitars typically costs $3,000-$5,000.

ACCESSIBILITY: Flexible, multi-level, K-12 curriculum allows for entry points at every grade level.
POPULARITY: Guitar is the most popular instrument in the world.

DIVERSITY: Widely attractive to students, guitar is featured in musical traditions worldwide.
ENROLLMENT: Instantly increase Fine Arts engagement for any school, program, or teacher.

RIGOR: Classical guitar curriculumis literacy-based, TEKS-aligned, and classes are structured similarly to band and orchestra.
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“I'm so proud of the all the work we have been

able to accomplish using the Austin Classical Guitar
Curriculum. This year has been the most enjoyable one
I have had in my career so far”

— Mac Cochran, Music Teacher, River Bluff High School
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Dear Wright Family Foundation:

Tam writing to support Austin Classical Guitar’s application for funding to support their services
for youth in the juvenile justice system.
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"As a judge, | routinely see young people in my
courtroom whose lives have suffered by the effects
of abuse and neglect, poverty, mental illness, and
addiction. These youth often develop a hard exterior
and are not easily reached by individuals in the
community who want to engage them in positive
programming. Austin Classical Guitar has had a
remarkable impact on the students they work with,
using a beautiful art form to crack through the hard
exterior of some of our community’s toughest young
people and inspiring in them a sense of beauty,
passion, and self-respect.”

- Darlene Byrne, Judge, 126th District Court
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“Our boys here at Garcia are. .. facing systemic issues
such as poverty and homelessness. .. Austin Classical
Guitar has been a profound influence and force here
in our classroom.”

— Lauren Gordon, Gus Garcia Middle School



IHE GUITAR CLASSROOM

LITERACY: Students learn to read and write standard notation along with theory and historical/cultural context of the repertoire.

EXPRESSION: Students engage in expressive music making from the very first day of instruction.
ENSEMBLE: Students primarily perform in large ensemble with a conductor as well as learn solo guitar repertoire.
PERFORMANCE: Guitars ensembles and soloists perform all year long.

ASSESSMENT: Large-ensemble Concert & Sight Reading assessments available throughout Texas, as well as UIL Solo and Ensemble
Contest for solo and small ensembles.
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2023 STAAR Test Results in Austin ISD”

* District data from 21 campuses, about 1,700 guitar students, compared
with non-quitarist peers matched by campus and demographic.
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23-24 BEHAVIORAL REFERRALS IN AUSTIN 1SD*

* District data from 21 campuses, about 1,700 guitar students, compared with
non-guitarist peers matched by campus and demographic.
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INCREASING FINE ARTS ENROLLMENT

July 2022

To Whom It May Concern

My name is Phillip Taylor and | am the Director of Visual & Performing Arts for the Austin
Independent School District.

Austin ISD provides fine arts instruction and extra-curricular programs to over 55,000
students. However, as a large urban school district, we face many challenges in securing

. consistent funding for instructional support in fine arts classrooms. Fortunately, a
partnership between AISD and Austin Classical Guilar has closed the access gap for our
u I a r' n ro m e n - most marginalized students and teachers.

KOG provides gl s o uncrads o studnts, rovides e o shoos
students, and coordinates several districtwide music events, such as Concert & Sight
Reading Evaluations. Additionally, they provide summer professional development and
curriculum opportunities to new Austin ISD guitar teachers and elementary music

2500 - ~ omar e moh ulyplosoral dosdbpram el rans hchrs o b

practices for a guitar classroom. ACG regularly checks in with guitar teachers across the
district and often substitutes for or co-teaches with struggling teachers. Additionally, ACG
assists in recruiting for teacher vacancies in our school district.

‘The partnership with ACG has yielded tremendous results in recruitment and retention.

Since my brief time in Austin ISD, | have watched our guitar enrollment grow

tremendously and we firly believe that is a direct result of ACG. Guitar is now the

second largest music program in Austin ISD high school and middle school

campuses (first s band, followed in third with orchestra, and fourth with choir). Not only

2250 oes this partnership expand interest in the arts, but it provides an affordable nstrument
option for students interested in becoming a musician.

ACG and AISD continue to work together to close the equity gap that exists across the
district and city. Please feel free to reach out if you have any additional questions.

Best,
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erforming Arts Center
1500 Barbara Jordan Boulevard
Austin, TX 78723
P:512414-4731
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1500 J “Guitar is now the second largest music program in
s 1520 e ez cez2s Austin ISD high school and middle school campuses...
School Year partnership between AISD and Austin Classical Guitar

has closed the access gap for our most marginalized

Guitar Engages New Students in Fine Arts students and teachers.”
Data from AISD’s 2021 study: New Discoveries in High School Arts Participation and the implications for Equity.

— Phillip Taylor, AISD Director of Fine Arts
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WHAT TEAGHERS ARE SAYING
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dents who would n
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instructors. It helps me 10 be the best
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know that every day

“I have been a classroom music educator for 23 years.
In that time, | have taught orchestra, choir, band, music
theory, and musical theatre. Never in my career have |
seen students so on fire for music as | have seen with
my students studying classical guitar.”

— Susan Rozanc, Guitar Director, William B. Travis High School

fifth year and flourishing. Fulmore Middle School
humanite:
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Meredith McAlmon, Director
Fulmore Middle School

“The guitar program at Fulmore has multiple benefits.
It has drawn students into the Fine Arts program that
might not otherwise have participated, and has drawn
in and involved their families as well. Because of the
relative affordability and accessibility of the guitar,
parents are able and willing to invest in an instrument
where they might not have been able to otherwise...
Interestingly, having a guitar class has not hurt other
Fulmore performing ensembles in terms of numbers,
as | have guitar students who participate in band,
orchestra and choir also.

Classical guitar at Fulmore has been a unifying force,
as students from across all ethnic and socio-economic
levels participate in the classical guitar program.”

— Meredith McAlmon, Director of Orchestra and Guitar,
Fulmore Middle School
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Lively Middle School

“I have taught classical guitar in Austin ISD for three
years with the support of ACG. The resources and
encouragement | have received have truly made this
career possible for me."

— Katie Cohen Landolt, Music Teacher, Lively Middle School



“RUGRAM SUPPORT

CURRICULUM: Used in 45 Texas school districts and 40 US states, Austin Classical Guitar's GuitarCurriculum has been a

leading classroom guitar resource with comprehensive instructional materials and teaching support for guitar directors
since 2008.

TRAINING: Our team has supported the development of hundreds of school-based guitar programs across the nation.
Each year ACG Education provides national training summits in multiple locations, school in-service training, direct
consultation, and remote support.

ASSESSMENT: In 2014 ACG developed the Large Guitar Ensemble Concert & Sight-Reading Contest for Austin ISD based
on UlL rules and procedures. We have since assisted with development of similar contests in Houston, Corpus Christie,
Brownsville, and El Paso.
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CONTACT US:

A: PO Box 4072, Austin, TX 78765
W: austinclassicalguitar.org
P: 512-300-2247



